SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 24th September 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr M J Pettitt (Chairman) 





  “   P Blaine





  “   P Jones





  “   C Osborne






  “   M Scott

  “   D Sharman
  “   P Sharman

  “   Mrs S Sutton
  “   G White

Together with District Cllrs M Butler, J Gurney and County Cllr J Scott
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Aldis, Bartlett, Broughton, Gale, O’Leary and Smith and from District Cllr Lynch. 
The Chairman welcomed, Mr Peter Evans to his first meeting as Deputy Clerk.
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F39/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

	Cllr Jones
	Item 9 – The Limes Open Space
	Members lives on the estate

	Cllr Osborne
	Item 8 – Rent Review, Sandy FC
	Member is Chairman of Club

	Cllr Pettitt
	Item 3 Presentation by Potton Ltd
	Member’s employers do business with Potton Ltd

	Cllr Mrs  Sutton
	Planning application 07/01491/FULL (RSPB)
	Member is employed by RSPB


(b) Personal interests
	Cllr Osborne
	Planning application 07/01491/FULL (RSPB)
	Member’s daughter works for RSPB and he is a member of the RSPB

	Cllr Scott
	Item 8 – Rent Review, Sandy FC
	Member is President of Club

	Cllr D Sharman
	Planning application 07/01491/FULL (RSPB)
	Member’s wife works at RSPB and Member undertakes voluntary work at the Lodge

	Cllr White
	Planning Applications 07/01211/FULL & 07/01208/ADV (Nationwide)
	Member banks with Nationwide


3. Presentation by Potton Ltd





(F40/07)
District Cllr Gurney left the meeting at this point. Mr Alasdair Dando and Mr Doug Bircham gave a short presentation.  Having previously declared a Personal Interest in the matter Cllr Pettitt declared a Prejudicial Interest and withdrew from the Chamber at this point, the Mayor then Chaired this item.
Mr Dando, Mr Bircham, District Cllr Butler and County Cllr Scott left the meeting.
SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F40/07
4. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 










(F41/07)
Having previously declared a Prejudicial interest in Planning application 07/01491/FULL, Cllr Mrs Sutton withdrew from the Chamber on consideration of this item.


(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
5. Minutes









(F42/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th August 2007 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 10th September 2007, were signed.
6. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(F43/07)

2007/2008


(1) Capital Expenditure
(a) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

There had been problems in the supply of the railings, however they are now due for installation by the end of September.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(b) Leaf Vacuum
Now received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.
(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

The existing mowers are still operational and have had no maintenance issues as yet.  
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(b) Cupboard for Archive Materials


Now received.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.

(c) Provision of low level cisterns in Town Centre toilets
Work completed August 2007.


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.

(3) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

 (a) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

Payment not yet requested.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
 (b) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

Not yet ordered. The Clerk reported that no new items for purchase had been identified and there was no need to replenish existing stock at present.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(d) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds

Work is to take place in the Autumn.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(e) Additional markings In Town Car Park

The Car Park Working Group is considering the re-marking of the car park.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
7. Review of Polling Districts and Polling places


(F44/07)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to write to Mid Beds District Council urging that a polling station at each side of the A1 in Beeston be retained and temporary accommodation (if it is necessary) made suitable for disabled access.
8. Rent Review – Sandy Football Club    



(F45/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Cllr Osborne, having previously declared a prejudicial interest in this matter withdrew from the Chamber.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That under the terms of its lease with Sandy Football Club the Town Council should increase the rent for the pitch and pavilion at Bedford Road to £363.30 for 2007/2008.
9. Supplementary item – The Limes Open Space - Beeston
(F46/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  Cllr Jones, having previously declared a prejudicial interest in this matter withdrew from the Chamber.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a)That the Town Council adopt the open space at the Limes in return for a commuted sum of £85,000 (to cover ten years maintenance).
(b) That the Clerk be requested to write to Fairview Homes to ask that a safety certificate be provided for the play equipment and to try to ascertain the likely transfer period and legal costs associated with the transfer.

10. Press release







(F47/07)

RESOLVED: That a press release be issued regarding the need to retain two polling stations at Beeston – one on each side of the A1.
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)”.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	6.9.07

89/07


	07/01491/FULL

Mr P Bradley

The Gatehouse

RSPB

The Lodge

Potton Road

Sandy

SG19 2DL
	Full application for the erection of a summerhouse at the south-west corner of visitor car park at The Lodge, Potton Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P 

24.9.07

25.9.07
	

	7.9.07

90/07


	07/01453/FULL

Mr & Mrs S Tidd

11 Western Way

Sandy

SG19 1DR
	Full application for the erection of a part ground floor, part first floor, part two storey side/rear extension at 11 Western Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9 and 13 Western Way, Sandy

 
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P 

24.9.07

25.9.07
	

	18.9.07

91/07


	07/01208/ADV

Nationwide Building Society

Property Services Dept

Nationwide House

Pipers Way

SWINDON

SN38 1NW
	Advertisement Consent application for an ATM static LED sign to shop front at Budgens Stores Ltd, Kestrel Way, Sandy SG19 2TG

Near neighbours 1, 1a Kestrel Way and 2a Merlin Drive, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P 

24.9.07

25.9.07
	

	18.9.07

92/07


	07/01211/FULL

Nationwide Building Society

Property Services Dept

Nationwide House

Pipers Way

SWINDON

SN38 1NW
	Full application for the installation of an ATM to shop front at Budgens Store Ltd, Kestrel Way, Sandy SG19 2TG

Near neighbours 1, 1a Kestrel Way and 2a Merlin Drive, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	F & G P 

24.9.07

25.9.07
	


7
5

